RE:  APA Campaigning 

Dear Colleague:

I am writing to urge you to vote for Donna M. Norris, M.D. for President-Elect of the APA.  As a leader, clinician, and advocate, she has been actively involved in the APA for more than thirty-five years on the Board of Trustees and components as well as in the Assembly. Her experience in APA leadership roles includes serving as Secretary-Treasurer of the APA Board of Trustees from 2006 to 2008.  During her tenure, she chaired the Audit Committee and Ethics Appeals Board.  In her role as Secretary, she chaired the Ad Hoc Task Force to Review Disclosures and Interests of DSM-V Task Force Nominees, the vetting process for DSM-V that has been described as “solid work, focused on carrying out the Board’s mandate for transparency.”  Her leadership in this role predated much of the current disclosure of affiliations activities now being implemented throughout medicine and remains unchallenged by critics in Congress.  Prior to this role, she served as Area 1 Trustee from 2003 to 2006, during which time she chaired the Ad Hoc Task Force to Review the Relationship between the BOT and Subsidiaries.  She has also served as Chair of the Membership Committee, Vice Chair of the Joint Commission on Government Relations and on 22 APA components since the mid 1970’s.  Her service on the Board of Trustees was preceded by terms as Speaker of the Assembly in 1998 and Recorder in 1996.   She is also active in the Massachusetts Psychiatric Society where she currently chairs the Ethics Committee.   She is a Distinguished Life Fellow of the APA and has received two special Presidential Commendations from the American Psychiatric Association for her work on the Board of Trustees and in the Assembly.  Dr. Norris has maintained a private practice of adult, child, adolescent, and forensic psychiatry in Boston since 1974, where she also serves on the faculty of the Harvard University Medical School and the Children’s Hospital Medical Center.   

In addition, she is a member of numerous allied psychiatric and medical organizations where she has served in a variety of leadership roles. She is a Fellow of the American College of Psychiatrists and a member of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law, and the American Medical Association.   Her contributions to these organizations have helped prepare her to lead the APA during these critical times.  She is committed to improving the quality of care for our patients and will advocate for the inclusion of the needs of our patients, whether treated in public or private settings, in comprehensive health care reform efforts.    

I believe that Donna’s leadership skills, her comprehensive understanding of the APA including its governance structure, and her demonstrated commitment to the field of psychiatry are essential for the future of our organization.  I urge you to vote for her, and encourage your colleagues to do the same.  Please see www.donnanorrismd.com  Ballots will be mailed or emailed on December 22, 2009 and must be returned by February 5, 2010.  Thank you.

Sincerely,


www.donnanorrismd.com


